
Table A-18.  Science, engineering, and health postdoctoral appointees and other nonfaculty

doctoral research staff in doctorate-granting institutions, by detailed field and sex: 1998

Postdoctoral appointees Other nonfaculty doctoral research
staff

Field

Total Men Women Total Men Women

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 39,494 26,890 12,604 7,043 4,951 2,092

..............Total, science and engineering fields 27,359 19,166 8,193 5,250 3,871 1,379

...............................................Sciences, total 24,540 16,724 7,816 4,441 3,151 1,290

...............................Physical sciences, total 5,892 4,855 1,037 1,081 948 133
.................................................Astronomy 357 287 70 122 109 13

..................................................Chemistry 3,691 2,922 769 482 396 86
......................................................Physics 1,805 1,614 191 473 440 33

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 39 32 7 4 3 1

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 893 667 226 411 328 83
...............................Atmospheric sciences 85 68 17 48 41 7

.............................................Geosciences 459 344 115 154 121 33
...........................................Oceanography 249 172 77 172 135 37

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 100 83 17 37 31 6

................................Mathematical sciences 274 236 38 88 76 12

.....................................Computer sciences 363 301 62 123 101 22

...................................Agricultural sciences 656 484 172 155 115 40

.............................Biological sciences, total 15,474 9,658 5,816 2,221 1,383 838
....................................................Anatomy 574 347 227 41 23 18

..............................................Biochemistry 2,524 1,637 887 329 207 122
......................................................Biology 1,725 1,076 649 390 253 137

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 155 80 75 33 13 20
.................................................Biophysics 239 174 65 41 35 6

.......................................................Botany 581 415 166 76 56 20
................................................Cell biology 1,973 1,210 763 220 119 101

.....................................................Ecology 108 73 35 13 9 4
...........................Entomology/parasitology 181 133 48 53 38 15

....................................................Genetics 707 399 308 77 38 39
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,109 1,213 896 216 136 80

.....................................................Nutrition 234 136 98 43 25 18
..................................................Pathology 1,297 800 497 135 80 55

...........................................Pharmacology 1,427 878 549 288 173 115
.................................................Physiology 1,118 753 365 164 109 55

.....................................................Zoology 140 87 53 18 11 7
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 382 247 135 84 58 26

..................................................Psychology 606 293 313 225 110 115

...................................Social sciences, total 382 230 152 137 90 47
..............................Agricultural economics 32 26 6 31 26 5

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 61 34 27 11 6 5
................Economics (except agricultural) 29 24 5 3 3 0

................................................Geography 18 12 6 14 8 6
.................................................Linguistics 18 6 12 5 0 5

.........................................Political science 62 39 23 3 3 0
...................................................Sociology 79 37 42 27 11 16

.............................Sociology/anthropology 0 0 0 4 2 2
...............................Social sciences, other 83 52 31 39 31 8

..........................................Engineering, total 2,819 2,442 377 809 720 89
...............................Aerospace engineering 133 125 8 68 65 3
..............................Agricultural engineering 56 50 6 28 22 6
...............................Biomedical engineering 180 141 39 34 26 8

.................................Chemical engineering 603 487 116 149 128 21
..........................................Civil engineering 216 182 34 61 56 5

..................................Electrical engineering 497 447 50 154 138 16
....................................Engineering science 110 92 18 49 42 7

..............Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 30 28 2 5 5 0
..............................Mechanical engineering 425 395 30 106 101 5

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 393 332 61 120 105 15
....................................Nuclear engineering 19 17 2 4 4 0

.......................................Engineering, other 157 146 11 31 28 3

...........................................Total, health fields 12,135 7,724 4,411 1,793 1,080 713
.................................................Clinical fields 9,417 6,143 3,274 1,245 766 479

.............................................Dental sciences 166 93 73 45 23 22
..........................................................Nursing 43 2 41 12 6 6

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 521 344 177 98 64 34
........Preventive medicine/community health 316 154 162 102 45 57

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 57 20 37 26 10 16
.......................................Veterinary sciences 216 108 108 68 38 30

.........................................Other health fields 1,399 860 539 197 128 69

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering


